Twenty Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
September 9 th 2007 

Faith Sharing 

Readings and Questions for the 

Weekend of September 16 th 

Break open the Word: Read today’s 
Gospel, the story of the Prodigal Son. 

Listen to the Word: You have heard this 
parable many times. As you listen to it 
today, what word, phrase, or image 
strikes you? What feeling does this story 
leave you with? 

Look into your life: Come home, God’s 
forgiveness is always there. God forgives 
before we even ask for forgiveness. 

Question for children: The father in this 
story welcomed his son home, even after 
he ran away and did bad things. How do 
you know God welcomes you after you 
do bad things? 

Question for youth: The prodigal son 
was welcomed home even though he had 
sinned. How hard is it for you to ask for 
forgiveness? Is it hard for you to believe 
that you are still loved even when you 
have done things that aren’t really right? 

Question for adults: When you wander 
away from being true to your faith, how 
do you know God will take you back? 
What signs do you see? 


Monday, September 10 lh 

Colossians 1:24-2:3; Luke 6:6-11 

No Daily Liturgy 
Office Closed 

7:00 p.m. - Renew Core Team Meeting 

Tuesday, September 11 th 

Colossians 2:6-15; Luke 6:12-19 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, September 12 th 

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 6:20-26 
No Daily Liturgy 
9:00 a.m. - Noon - Office Hours 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - Gatherings of Grace 
Meeting 

Thursday, September 13 th 

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 6:27-38 

8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 

Intention: Health & Recovery of Lauretta 

Hoff 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 

Friday, September 14 th 

Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:13-17 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - Noon - Office Hours 

Saturday, September 15 th 

1 Timothy 1:15-17; John 19:25-27 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - Noon - Food Pantry 

3:30 p.m. - Reconciliation 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 
Luke 15:1-32 

5:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Charles Blaha 
Ministry Schedule 
Bread Baker: Becky Wentz 
Altar Servers: Bethany, Hannah & 
Elijah Ehresmann 

Blood: Diane Clarke, Nancy Sass, Reggie & 
jay me Hunt 
Body: Greg Sass 

Lectors: Greg Sass, Sarah Cresalia 
Sacristans: Charlie & Patty Cresalia 
Ushers: Joe & Diane Norman 
Choir: Family Choir 

6:15 p.m. - Parish Meeting on Whole 
Community Catechesis 

Sunday, September 16 th 

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; 
Luke 15:1-32 

8:00 a.m. — Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: OLBH Community 
Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Alyssa Hoffman, Cheyenne & 
Garrett Quinn 

Blood: Brenda Jacobs, Beth-Anne Ferley, Pat 
Suiter, Jacqui Blaha 
Body: Kathy Amiotte 
Lectors: Beth-Anne & Jessica Ferley 
Sacristans: Marc & Brenda Jacobs 
Ushers: Frank Boner, Don Everson 
Choir: Regina's Minstrels 
9:15 a.m. - Parish Meeting on Whole 
Community Catechesis 

10:30 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Beatrice Usera 

Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Tyler Corbine, Katie Strand, 
Whitney Werdel 

Blood: Jim McCormick, Jan Schurman, Curt 
Lauinger, Jim Hoag 
Body: Stephanie Strand 
Lectors: David Strand, Mary Coffin 
Sacristans: The Blauvelt Family 
Ushers: The Weaver Family 
Choir: Folk Group 

11:45 a.m. - Parish Meeting on Whole 
Community Catechesis 

7:00 p.m. - Evening Prayer, Adoration, 
and Benediction 


There will be no daily mass on 
Monday, September 10 th or Saturday, 
8:00 a.m. September 15th 


Sparks from Fr. Mark 

I lived in Huron, SD from age one to age 
thirteen. This Labor Day weekend we went to 
the State Fair and I had an opportunity to 
show my good friend and my son the place 
where I spent 12 years of my life. Many 
things I remembered from childhood are the 
same, like the schools I attended and the 
museum at the State Fair where I spent many 
hours each summer. It was interesting sharing 
memories with two people who are very close 
to me at this point in my life, but who had no 


idea who I was as a child. It was a challenge 
to share my memories in such a way that 
captured the meaning these places have for 
me so they might appreciate them as much as 
I do. 

Even though many memories are vivid— 
the sights, smells, feelings, paths—they are 
the memories of a child. All are wrapped up 
in the context of my family and community. 
For example, I never drove a car to my house 
when I was young, but I knew exactly how to 
drive there now. I had been down the road 
with my parents hundreds of times. But on 
this trip, I noticed details that only adult eyes 
can take into account. And I was taking 
someone else with me who had not been there 
before, showing them the way. 

Those of us who were baptized into the 
Catholic faith as infants have had a similar 
experience. In the beginning, we were 
brought along in the faith by those around us, 
such as our parents, our church community, 
maybe even our friends. We have memories 
of this journey—the sights, smells, feelings, 
paths. All of these things shaped us. As we 
get older, the path becomes more detailed and 
more important to us. 

At some point, we encounter someone who 
has never been Catholic before—a fiance, a 
child, a friend. These people mean a lot to us 
and we want to share memories of faith that 
shaped who we are. It helps them to know us 
better. And because it is something we value, 
we want them to be part of it. 

At a recent conference, “Beginnings and 
Beyond,” lohn and Bernie Usera, Father 
Mark, and I delved deeply into the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA, a 
document given to us by the Church in 1988. 
As initiation ministers, we explored ways to 
invite people into our faith community and 
help them on this journey of conversion and 
initiation into the Catholic faith. We learned 
that it takes a village, or rather a faith 
community, to walk beside these people on 
their new path. All of us who are active in the 
faith have this communal memory, this 
Catholic identity that they need to see, hear, 
feel, smell, and taste by walking beside us. 

In order for this initiation ministry to be 
successful in forming new Catholics, it is not 
just the job of Bernie, or lohn, or me, or even 
Father Mark. We need you—our 

community! The Rite of Christian Initiation 
spells out very specifically how the 
community is to be involved. In a ritual way, 
the community accepts these inquirers of the 
faith into our midst “embracing them as our 
own with a mother’s love and concern.” 
Along with the whole Diocese of Rapid City, 
Bishop Cupich “asks the community to 
express its approval” and “reminds the faithful 
to give good example to the elect.” During 
Lent, we pray for them, as we pray for 
ourselves, that they may be “healed of all that 
is weak, defective or sinful in their hearts.” 
And, finally, we witness the reception of 
whatever sacraments they need to receive. 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, in order to 
be fully initiated into our community. 

Faith is learned, not out of a book, but by 
walking beside faithful people. We invite you 






















to enter into this catechuminate process, 
which is also the model for our Whole 
Community Catechesis formation program. I 
challenge you to invite someone who is 
expressing an interest in the Catholic faith to 
explore it with us. Participate fully in the rites 
during masses. Show our catechumens and 
candidates a community of faith that will 
draw them close to Christ. 

Blessings, 

Lori Miller 

Prayer List 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one 
month. Please contact the office if continued 
prayers are needed. 

Improved Health: Helen Barber, Mary Jane 
Pulaski, Darren Eckstein, Father Dick 
McCaslin, Mary Kay Young, Ron Eliason, 

Joe Creek 

Repose: Faith Albrecht, Beatrice Usera, Peter 
Hausmann 


M 

^Stewardship 


August 25"' and 26*“ 

Loose $1,068.00 

Envelopes $1,713.00 

Votive $3.00 

Student $84.42 

Guatemala Coffee $264.00 

Directories $70.00 

Assumption of Mary $5.00 

Building Fund $258.00 

Total $3,465.42 


RCIA Are you interested in inquiring more 
about the Catholic Faith? Or are you a 
Catholic that still needs to receive the 
sacraments of baptism or first communion? 
There will be an Orientation and Information 
meeting in the OLBH Library Sunday, 
September 23rd, 8:30 a.m. 

Thank You! 

Joe and 1 praise God for so many blessings, for 
prayers answered, and for you, our parish 
family. Joe is in partial remission and we 
know in our hearts that God heard your 
prayers. Thank you also to Bette Stebbins, 
Don Hobbs, and Bob Sassfor taking the time 
to help us clean up our yard after the hail 
storm! Your help is greatly appreciated! 

Joe & Patty Creek & Family 


Middle School 
Catholic youth "Rally, 

Grades 5-8, October 14 th , 2007 in 
Belle Fourche. Early Bird 
Registration is $25.00. This 
includes two meals and a t-shirt. 

Teresa Thompson and Sr. Joan will 
be chaperoning and driving any 
youth who are interested in 
attending. Please call the parish 
office at 787-5168 to register. 


We Need Your Recipes! 

We know there are many good cooks out 
there and we are waiting for your recipes! 
You may enter them online at 
www.typensave.com, your name, login: 
olbh password; ptn59. Select Add Recipe 
on the left hand side and enter recipe as 
indicated. Or... you may turn recipes in 
to the parish office by Sunday, September 
23 rd . If you have any questions, please 
ask Lorinda Collings, 787-5623, Cathleen 
Denekamp 787-6398, or Teresa in the 
parish office, 787-5168. 


“Make your Best Offer” TV’s 

Fr. Jack Birdsall has two TV’s to go. Please 
call him with your best offer at 791-2007 

Attention Black Hills State Students 

Did you know there is a Catholic Newman 
Center at Black Hills State University? The 
Newman Center is a place Catholic students 
can go for rest, relaxation, education in their 
faith, and to practice their faith with their 
peers. All of the services provided by the 
Newman Center are free to the students. For 
more information please call the Newman 
Center Chaplains, Fr. Tim Hoag or Fr. 
Godfrey Muwanga at 605-642-2306. 

Common Sense Parenting Class will be 
held September 17 th at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, 1049 Howard Street in Sturgis, in the 
classroom area of the building. Rather than a 
lecture format, classes will be interactive, and 
will include videotaped examples. All parents 
want to raise well adjusted children, but many 
worry that they are not equipped with 
effective methods. The skills learned in the 
CSP class will ease some of that anxiety. 
The techniques incorporated are highly 
researched and have been demonstrated to be 
effective. Registration is required. Please call 
1-800-727-2401, or e-mail css@rapidnet.com . 

Bereavement Support Group 

“Heal Your Grief’ 

This is an eight-week inter-denominational 
support group for anyone grieving the loss of 
a loved one. The group begins at 7:00 p.m. 
on Monday, September 24 th at Blessed 
Sacrament Church in Rapid City. Please 
come early to register! For information or to 
pre-register call Janece Rieman, 343-5547 or 
Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

Do you know someone who is suffering from 
the emotional and spiritual pain of an 
abortion? There is hope—they are not alone! 
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat weekend is an 
opportunity to renew spirits by transforming 
the pain of the past into hope for the future. 
Women and men of all faiths are welcome to 
attend. A retreat will be held October 5-7 in 
Rapid City. To register, contact Carol Kling 
at 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com . 

Adoration at St. Therese 

Due to a construction project, Monday Adoration at 
St. Therese Church in Rapid City has been 
cancelled for September 10 and 17. Mass will be 
held in the chapel at 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 


Women’s Bible Study 

The women of Blessed Sacrament invite all women 
young and not so young to join us for another year 
of Tuesday morning Bible studies. We will have 
two groups. Julie Bernard will help us dig into the 
Sunday scripture readings, learn what they mean, 
and how they impact our lives. Jennifer Hovdenes 
will lead the second group through the book of 
Revelations with the help of the “Great Adventure” 
Bible study series by Jeff Cavins. There is no 
charge for the Sunday reading group, but the 
Revelations group will have a fee for study 
materials. Child care will be provided. There will be 
an information meeting Tuesday, September 11at 
8:30 a.m. in the Parish Center. Classes will start 
Tuesday, September 18 th . Please call Julie at 721- 
8833 or Jennifer at 716-7634 with any questions. 

Faithful Citizenship Sunday September 9 - 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Trafficking in human beings — especially 
women — ...there are women and girls who are 
destined to be exploited almost like slaves in 
their work, and not infrequently in the sex 
industry, too. Though I cannot here closely 
examine the analysis of the consequences of this 
aspect of migration, I make my own the 
condemnation voiced by John Paul II against 
“the widespread hedonistic and commercial 
culture which encourages the systematic 
exploitation of sexuality” (Letter to Women, 29 
June 1995, no.5). This outlines a whole program 
of redemption and liberation from which 
Christians cannot withdraw.” 

Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the Road, 

Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants 
and Itinerant People. June 2007, no.87. 
www.zenit.org/ (From the Diocesan Pro-Life 
Commission Faithful Citizenship Committee) 



For the Ride Home 

September 9, 2007 

Scripture 

•Who can know God’s counsel, or who can 
conceive what the Lord intends? (Wisdom 
9:13) 

•For a thousand years in your sight are as 
yesterday, now that it is past, or as a watch of 
the night. (Psalm 90:4) 

•I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back 
to you. (Philemon 12) 

•Any one of you who does not renounce all 
his possessions cannot be my disciple. (Luke 
14:33) 

Reflection 

•Is what we intend the same as what the Lord 
intends? 

•Can God be measured by time or space? 
•What should you give up in order to follow 
Jesus? 

No follower of Jesus must be so taken up with 
external activities as to forget the “one thing 
necessary” (Luke 10:42) namely, to be 
inwardly transformed by the knowledge and 
Love Christ brings into the world. 1 

'Dulles, Avery Cardinal, Models of the Church, 
(New York: Doubleday, Image Books, 1974/2002), 
206. 































